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Bloomberg Arts Internship Boston Celebration

Thank you for joining us for our celebration of the Bloomberg Arts 
Internship (BAI) program. 

The BAI program provides twenty-five Boston Public School students with 
full-time, paid summer employment in arts and culture organizations. 
Throughout the eight-week program, interns also attended weekly 
cohort meetings dedicated to oral and written communication skills, 
postsecondary opportunities, and Boston’s arts and culture resources. 
This program connects with EdVestors’ ongoing work to support quality 
arts education through BPS Arts Expansion, as well as our newer work 
around career and technical education. We are grateful to Bloomberg 
Philanthropies for supporting the Bloomberg Arts Internship program 
in Boston, and are proud of all that this inaugural cohort of youth have 
accomplished this summer.

ABOUT EDVESTORS AND THE BLOOMBERG ARTS INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

EdVestors’ mission is to increase the number of schools in Boston 
delivering dramatically improved educational outcomes for all students. 
As a nonprofit education organization focused on catalyzing collective 
action for the benefit of Boston students, we are deeply committed to 
closing opportunity gaps for young people in the city, which includes 
access to high-quality arts and cultural experiences, work-based 
learning opportunities, and college and career readiness activities. To 
accomplish this, we take a multi-pronged approach, scaling efforts 
through our strategic initiatives including  BPS Arts Expansion and Career 
and Technical Education. Learn more at www.edvestors.org. 

Celebration Agenda

Meet & Greet
Gallery walk where interns showcase their individual internship projects 
and share what they have accomplished at their worksites. 

Welcome

A Day in the Life of a BAI Boston Intern
Each presentation covers one aspect of the BAI Boston program: 

Internship Roles and Reflections: Interns share a sample of internship 
duties, individual projects, and worksite activities. 

Writing Workshops: Interns share an overview of their writing process to 
develop personal and professional statements. This process was facilitated 
by 826 Boston.

Arts and Culture Activities: Interns share takeaways from arts and culture 
resources they explored as a cohort in Boston. 

College and Career Readiness Activities: Interns share their lessons 
learned from exploring four college campuses and connecting with the 
Boston University College Advising Corps as well as career skills gained 
through their internships.

Certificate Presentations

ClosingBLOOMBERG ARTS INTERNSHIP PROGRAM PARTNERS
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Amy Uddin is a 12th grader at Boston Latin School. She completed her 
Bloomberg Arts Internship at Community Music Center of Boston. A 
highlight of her internship experience was understanding how people with 
an interest in art are helping the community. One thing she learned was 
how a non-profit organization executes its mission statement. Amy enjoys 
photography, designing, and drawing.

Camila Gonzalez is a 12th grader at Snowden International School. She 
completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship at Handel and Haydn Society. 
A highlight of her internship was experiencing an office job. One thing 
she learned was organization and time management. Camila enjoys art, 
singing, and dancing. 

D’Ahmen Holloman is a 12th grader at Madison Park 
Technical Vocational High School. He completed his 
Bloomberg Arts Internship at the Museum of Science. 
A highlight of his internship experience was the college 
tours. One thing he learned was how to write a college 
essay. D’Ahmen enjoys writing. 

Eleasah Whittaker is a graduate of Boston Day and 
Evening Academy. She completed her Bloomberg Arts 
Internship at Actors’ Shakespeare Project. A highlight of 
her internship experience was putting on The Tempest 
with her ensemble. One thing she learned was how the 
various moving parts of a production interact. Eleasah 
enjoys playing volleyball. 

Hewett Mebrahtu is an 11th grader at Boston Arts 
Academy. She completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship 
at North End Music and Performing Arts Center. A 
highlight of her internship experience was researching 
local arts organizations and learning more about Boston 
arts and culture. Hewett enjoys drawing and making new 
friends.

James Florius is a 12th grader at Community Academy 
of Science and Health. He completed his Bloomberg Arts 
Internship at OrigiNation Cultural Arts Center. A highlight 
of his internship experience was when he met one of his 
favorite dancers on Youtube on Miss Dibinga’s birthday. 
One thing he learned was that you can be better by 
staying true to yourself and always believing in yourself. 

James enjoys photography. 

Jarieliz Rodriguez is a 12th grader at Boston Community Leadership 
Academy. She completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship at Urbanity 
Dance. A highlight of her internship experience was finding new 
friendships at her worksite while also being able to provide helpful 
service, collaborate with her supervisor, and gain work experience. One 
thing she learned was how to take data from one Google Sheet document 
and transfer it to a new one. She also learned how to promote the 
company and increase student retention. Jarieliz enjoys drawing.

Alejandro Flores is a graduate of Dr. William Henderson 
K-12 Inclusion School. He completed his Bloomberg Arts 
Internship at the Museum of Fine Arts. A highlight of his 
internship experience was learning and exploring the 
various exhibits at the Museum of Fine Arts. One thing he 
learned was how to work with and learn from others in 
order to develop the museum presentations and exhibits. 

Alejandro enjoys drawing and painting as well as movies and spending 
time with his family and two older brothers.
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Jingsi Li is a graduate of The English High School. 
She completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship at the 
Museum of Fine Arts. A highlight of her internship was 
the experience of working in a museum. One thing she 
learned was how museum curators create exhibitions. 
Jingsi enjoys drawing and shopping. 

Kennia Encarnacion is a 12th grader at Charlestown High 
School. She completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship at 
Urbanity Dance. A highlight of her internship experience 
was getting to participate in a hip hop dance class. 
One thing she learned was how to process data for an 
organization. Kennia enjoys music and singing. 

Kervens Felix is a graduate of Burke High School. He 
completed his Bloomberg Arts Internship at Hyde Square 
Task Force. A highlight of his internship experience was 
performing a play in front of an audience. One thing he 
learned was how to work and move together with an 
ensemble. Kervens enjoys fashion, basketball, and visual 
arts.

Kiara Nichols is a 12th grader at John D. O’Bryant. She 
completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship at Hyde Square 
Task Force. A highlight of her internship experience was 
her growth as a performer from the Hyde Square Task 
Force theatre arts team. One thing she learned was 
how to communicate and organize to spread culture 
throughout the neighborhood. Kiara enjoys listening to 

various types of music that speaks to her.

Marianelys Tejeda is a graduate of Boston Arts Academy. 
She completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship at North 
End Music and Performing Arts Center. A highlight of her 
internship experience was collaboratively designing a 
t-shirt for the organization. Marianelys enjoys visual arts.

Natalia Reyes is a 12th grader at Boston Arts Academy. 
She completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship at 
Huntington Theatre Company. A highlight of her 
internship experience was learning more about graphic 
design. One thing she learned was Adobe InDesign. 
Natalia enjoys drawing.

Nayelie Acevedo is a 12th grader at The English High 
School. She completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship 
at the Institute of Contemporary Art. A highlight of her 
internship experience was participating in workshops at 
her worksite. One thing she learned was fundamental 
knowledge about photography and music production. 
Nayelie enjoys debate, volleyball, singing, dancing, and 

acting.

Lordorina Hercules is a 12th grader at Boston 
International Newcomers Academy. She completed 
her Bloomberg Arts Internship at OrigiNation Cultural 
Arts Center. A highlight of her internship experience 
was applying for grants, visiting universities, and the 
826 Boston writing workshops. One thing she learned 
was how to do research and apply for grants. Lordorina 

enjoys reading, watching movies and documentaries, analyzing, and 
listening to music.
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Richelys Sanchez is a 12th grader at Fenway High. She completed her 
Bloomberg Arts Internship at Inquilinos Boricuas en Acción. A highlight 
of her internship experience was getting help with her college essay. 
One thing she learned was to apply to colleges that have her interests. 
Richelys enjoys dancing. 

Samil Battenfeld is a 12th grader at Boston Arts 
Academy. He completed his Bloomberg Arts Internship 
at Actors’ Shakespeare Project. A highlight of his 
internship experience was learning new aspects of the 
theatre world. One thing he learned was how to schedule 
a season for a theater. Samil enjoys drawing.

Sebastián Jimenez is a 12th grader at Boston 
International Newcomers Academy. He completed 
his Bloomberg Arts Internship at Huntington Theatre 
Company. A highlight of his internship experience was 
going to shows at the theatre and meeting actor Billy 
Porter. One thing he learned was how to develop a social 
media plan. Sebastián enjoys traveling. 

Sebastien Mentor is a 12th grader at Excel High. He completed his 
Bloomberg Arts Internship at the Institute of Contemporary Art. A 
highlight of his internship experience was making a short film. One thing 
he learned was to socialize with others. Sebastien enjoys creative writing. 

Simone Riley is a 12th grader at Boston Green Academy. 
She completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship at 
Handel and Haydn Society. A highlight of her internship 
experience was spending time with the rest of the BAI 
interns. One thing she learned was that taking on an  
experience you haven’t done yet can totally help in a 
college essay. Simone enjoys arts, music and singing.

Terrell Evans is a 12th grader at Excel High. He 
completed his Bloomberg Arts Internship at Community 
Music Center Boston. A highlight of his internship 
experience was learning from each department at CMCB. 
Terrell enjoys drawing with Copic markers.

Thalia Cruz is a graduate of Brighton High School. She 
completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship at Boston 
Lyric Opera. A highlight of her internship experience 
was setting up the sound for a concert at Magazine 
Beach. This summer she learned computer skills such 
as Microsoft Word and Excel as well as databases like 
Tessitura and DonorSearch. Thalia enjoys sports, music, 

and video games. 

Tyia Coston is a 12th grader at John D. O’Bryant. 
She completed her Bloomberg Arts Internship at 
MASSCreative. A highlight of her internship experience 
was the celebration trips that she took with her worksite. 
One thing she learned was how to edit videos and audio. 
Tyia enjoys softball. 

Omar Mohamed is a 12th grader at New Mission High School. He 
completed his Bloomberg Arts Internship at Lyric Stage Company. 
A highlight of his internship experience was working in the theatre 
preparing for an upcoming show. Omar enjoys film making and perfecting 
his craft. 
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Bloomberg Arts Internship Worksites
We are grateful to the following organizations who employed 
and mentored interns this summer:

Actors’ Shakespeare Project
Boston Lyric Opera
Community Music Center of Boston
Handel and Haydn Society
Huntington Theatre Company
Hyde Square Task Force
Inquilinos Boricuas en Acción 
Institute of Contemporary Art
Lyric Stage Company
MASSCreative
Museum of Fine Arts
Museum of Science
North End Music & Performing Arts Center
OrigiNation Cultural Arts Center
Urbanity Dance

Bloomberg Arts Internship Program Staff
Meaghan Harrigan, Bloomberg Arts Internship Coordinator 
Derek Lin, Communications and Program Coordinator
Ruth C. Mercado-Zizzo, Arts Expansion Director
LaVonia Montouté, Director of Career & Technical Education
Marinell Rousmaniere, President & CEO
Julia Gittleman, Program Evaluator

Special thanks
We would like to express our gratitude to the many 
individuals who helped make this program possible:

Boston Private Industry Council: Alysia Ordway, Kim Van Dyke, 
Neil Sullivan, Eva Macdonald, Justin Lawson, Durrell Queen, 
Victoria Zhuang, Josh Bruno, Cassandra Chislom, Catherine 
Cote, Daniel Cuddy, Agnes Gakpo, Priscilla Gomez, Lucey Gorrill, 
Tammy Hingston, Jacqueline Louro, Lindsay Nicastro, Jonathan 
Rosenthal
Bloomberg Philanthropies: Kate Spellman, Alexandra Taylor, 
Grace Kwak, Ethan Joseph
826 Boston: Will Marshall, Kristen Barrali, Carolyn Navikonis 
College Advising Corps- Boston University: Katie Hill, Thalia 
Jimenez, Jillian Lake, Elijah Teixeira 
Arts and Culture: Shaumba Dibinga (OrigiNation), Tracie 
Konopinski (MASSCreative), Temple Gill (Huntington Theatre), 
Betsy Gibbons (ICA), Ramona Lisa Alexander (DSNI), L’Merchie 
Frazier, Autumn Cole (Museum of African American History)
Arts & Culture Career Panelists: Jacob Barry (Museum of 
Science), Corey DePina (ZUMIX), Lindsay Gray (Urbanity Dance), 
Eileen Williston (Boston Lyric Opera)
EdVestors Staff 
Cohort Day Space: Stephanie Hettrick, Courtney O’Connor (Lyric 
Stage Company)
Final Program Celebration: Quentin Powell, Jennifer Rathbun, 
Morgan Beckford, Elizabeth Cai, Marie Tai (Community Music 
Center of Boston), Catherine Peterson (ArtsBoston)
National Evaluation: Dennie Palmer Wolf, Henry Clapp 
(WolfBrown)



EdVestors
140 Clarendon Street 

Boston, MA 02116
617.585.5740

www.EdVestors.org
@EdVestors

Thank you to all who made the 
Boston Bloomberg Arts Internship 

program possible this summer!
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